
Memo to Selectboard  

Date:  June 20, 2022 

To:  Middlebury Selectboard 

From:  Middlebury Development Review Board,  

Kevin Newton, Gary Baker, Mark Wilch, Jason Larocque and Michael Reeves 

In Re: Appointment to DRB vacant position 

 

First, we want to thank the Selectboard for the opportunity to meet and interview the candidates for the 

open DRB position prior to being appointed. The DRB met on June 13th with three of the four candidates 

who applied for the vacancy. The four candidates are: Vegar Boe, Andrew  Klein, Jonathan  Miller,  and 

Phyllis Stinson. Unfortunately, Ms. Stinson had a conflict and could not attend. To accommodate the 

Board’s review, she was given the same information as was presented on the 13th and she provided her 

comments/questions after the meeting for review by the Board.  

During our meeting we took the time to review the duties and responsibilities of the DRB. Specifically, the 

DRB is charged to ensure a fair and open process and members must be impartial and avoid taking sides 

in applications. Our job is to hear the evidence presented, keep an open mind, listen intently, and treat 

all parties with respect. The goal is to consider the evidence under the microscope of the Town’s adopted 

Zoning, Town ordinances, State Statute and issue decisions based on facts, not on personal feelings or 

opinions.  

The DRB found that each candidate was qualified to serve as a Board member. Each one would bring a 

specific skill set that could be helpful to the Board’s work.  The DRB acknowledged that their work as a 

quasi-judicial body requires members to act without bias to apply the zoning rules, with all applicants 

treated the same and limited room for interpretation. 

In conclusion, the DRB found this to be a positive and valuable exercise, we only hope the Selectboard 

finds it as helpful.  

In the end, Board members took an informal and confidential survey of the candidates and selected their 

top choice: 

Vegar Boe – 3 votes 

Andrew Klein – 1 vote 

Phyllis Stinson- 1 vote 

Vegar’s work with the Middlebury Police Dept has given him practical experience applying the rules of law 

to real people in real situations.  He has a longer continuous tenure in the community than the other 

applicants.  He expressed a desire to help others as a primary motivation for the work he does.  The DRB 

and staff recognized that his ability to maintain impartiality, communicate effectively in difficult situations, 

his knowledge of the community and experience helping others, while still upholding the law, is a valuable 

set of skills for a DRB member.   


